


the multilayer wiring be formed? How should the wiring be connected 
vertically? Kyocera arrived at the concept of sintering the ceramic and 
the wiring metal simultaneously. By sintering aluminum oxide 
together with ceramic material at about 1600°C, the metal could be 
formed into the wiring pattern. Ultimately Kyocera developed a 
ground-breaking ceramic package with multilayer wiring. The ceramic 
multilayer package for semiconductors has been one of the main 
pillars of business, supporting the growth of the company to this day.

In 1966, Kyocera received an 
order from the computer 
manufacturer, IBM Corporation 
(USA). The order was for 
substrates for thick-film ICs. They 
were required for the world’s first 
general-purpose computer – the 
“System/360” – developed by IBM. 
At the time, components for computers were at the cutting-edge of 
technology, and the level of expertise demanded was extremely high. 
Kyocera finally delivered the products after tremendous effort and struggle. 
This order earned Kyocera the recognition of major electrical-equipment 
manufacturers in Japan and overseas and led to increased orders.

Substrates developed for 
use in the System/360


Obtained a major order for substrates 
(Fine Ceramic Parts business).1966

In 1975, using fine ceramics 
technology, Kyocera developed 
recrystallized gems (today called 
Inamori Stones) that are 
identical to natural gems in 
composition and structure. The 
new gems were released for sale 
under the “Crescent Vert” brand. Recrystallized emeralds were the 
first product offered. They were followed by alexandrite, rubies, and 
padparadscha sapphires. These and other stones have continued to 
fulfill the desires of people everywhere to add beauty to life.

A recrystallized emerald


Start of new jewelry sales by Crescent Vert 
(Applied Ceramic  Products business).1975

Learning from the first oil crisis, in 1975 Kyocera, Tyco Inc. (USA), 
Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Sharp Corporation and other 
companies jointly established the Japan Solar Energy Corp. The new 
company developed solar cells with the aim of contributing to 
solving future energy problems. Later, as the price of oil stabilized, 
the business struggled. However, they continued steadily 
developing applications, driven by the mission that a “solar energy 
business is essential for the future of humankind.” Today, solar 
energy is evolving into the world’s most prominent business sector.


Accepting the challenge of solar cell clean energy 
(Applied Ceramic Products business).1975

Using the opportunity offered by the 
deregulation of Japan’s telecommunications 
industry, Kyocera’s founder, Kazuo 
Inamori, set out to establish Daini-Denden
Kikaku Co., Ltd. (later DDI Corp.). The 
goal was to spur price competition in 
the telecommunications industry with 
the entry of private enterprise, thereby benefiting all Japanese people. Kyocera 
fully supported DDI and made good use of synergy with the DDI Group (now 
KDDI Corporation) to expand business sectors, by starting up new operations, 
such as cordless telephones and cell phones. 

Press conference
upon establishment 

Daini-Denden Kikaku Co., Ltd. established.1984


Cutting tool “Ceratip” released for sale 
(Applied Ceramic Products business).1973

The German company Feldmühle 
AG was a ceramics manufacturer 
with expertise in the field of machine 
tools. As part of diversifying the fine 
ceramics business, Kyocera obtained 
technology for producing cutting 
tools from Feldmühle AG. 
The ceramic tool “Ceratip W” was released for sale in 1973, marking 
Kyocera’s entry into the cutting tool market. Later, Kyocera established a 
position in the market with cermet tools. Today, Kyocera is advancing 
steadily as an integrated tools manufacturer.

Ceratip W


Multilayered ceramic packages developed for semiconductors 
(Semiconductor Parts business).1969

In 1969, Kyocera received an 
order for ceramic packages from 
Fairchild Industries, Inc. (USA). 
Semiconductors (ICs), which had 
only just been developed in the 
USA, were to be mounted on the 
packages. This order presented a 
considerable number of challenges, as the requirements were quite 
different from existing ceramics technology. For example, how should 

The first multilayered ceramic package

In 1973, making use of the 
biocompatible nature of ceramics, 
Kyocera began developing artificial 
dental, bone and joint implants 
(materials that can be placed in the 
body). Kyocera began selling 
dental implants in 1978, followed 
by artificial hip joints in 1982, under the name “BIOCERAM”. Since then, 
the Kyocera Group has contributed to many medical fields as a leading 
maker of biomaterials.

Artificial hip joints


Biomaterial “BIOCERAM” is released for sale 
(Applied Ceramic Products business).1978

The influential US economics 
magazine, “Business Week”, published 
a two-page feature article on the NYSE 
listing of Kyocera shares titled “Japan 
Exports Blue-Chip Shares.”  
Top managers in leading investment 
firms had high praise for Kyocera, 
remarking that this was “one of the world’s top ten corporations in terms of 
technological strength” and “a 21st-century corporation.” The capital obtained 
through the listing was used to enhance and further expand business in the USA.

 Listing on the New York Stock Exchange.1980

The day of listing on the 
New York Stock Exchange

 Local production starts in USA.1971

In 1971, Kyocera purchased a 
factory in San Diego, California, 
USA from our business associate 
Fairchild Industries, Inc. 
There Kyocera first began local 
production outside Japan. 
The production list contained 
packages for semiconductors, ceramic substrates and metallized 
products. This product group is now manufactured by KYOCERA 
America, Inc. Kazuo Inamori and other employees  struggled with 
differences in culture and ways of thinking between Japan and 
America. However, tenacious effort placed the business on the right 
path. At the same time, Kyocera’s corporate culture gradually 
permeated local business practices, demonstrating that the 
Kyocera Philosophy was a universal rationale common to the world. 

The KII building at the start

 Birth of Kyoto Ceramic Co., Ltd.1959

On April 1, 1959, Kyoto Ceramic 
Co., Ltd. was founded with 
capital of 3 million yen and 28 
employees. It was a humble 
beginning. The main product was 
a forsterite “U-shaped Kelcima”. 
Developed by company founder, 
Kazuo Inamori (now Chairman Emeritus), the Kelcima was an insulator 
component used in television picture tubes.

Company founding members

The Elco Group, headquartered in the 
USA, was a global manufacturer of 
connectors with production bases in the 
USA, Japan, Germany and South Korea. 
With Elco, the Kyocera Group acquired a 
new product sector and was able to 
expand its electronic components 
business. The production base in Japan, Elco International Corporation, was 
renamed KYOCERA ELCO Corp. KYOCERA ELCO Corp. subsequently established 
affiliate companies and production bases in China, South Korea, Hong Kong and 
Singapore, and has steadily expanded business performance. It continues to 
achieve development as one of the strongest enterprises in the Kyocera Group.

 Elco Group becomes part of Kyocera Group.1989

Joint press conference announcing
merger with Kyocera Group

Thanks to the support of many people, Kyocera reached the 50th anniversary of its founding in April 2009. The Kyocera Group is 
now developing a wide range of businesses, from materials, components, devices and equipment to services and network 
businesses. The following pages outline the business path Kyocera and the Kyocera Group have followed over the past 50 years.

Approaching the 50th Anniversary 
of Kyocera’s Founding

The Path of the 
Kyocera Group Business

1975−1989

1959  “Kyoto Ceramic Co., Ltd”. is founded as a manufacturer specializing in 
fine ceramics. The company is located at 101 Hara-machi, Nishinokyo, 
Nakagyo Ward, in Kyoto City.

1960  Kyocera’s Tokyo office is opened.
1963  Shiga Gamo Plant opens.
1966  A major order is received from IBM Corporation (USA) for substrates to 

be used in their “System/360” mainframe computers.
1968  Kyocera is awarded the 1st Medium and Small Business Research 

Institute Award.
 Sales office opens in California, USA.

1969  Success in development of multilayered ceramic packages for 
semiconductor (IC) use.

 Kagoshima Sendai Plant opens.
 Sales office in California, USA is reorganized as the American sales 

company, KYOCERA International, Inc.
1971  Kyocera establishes the sales company Feldmühle Kyocera Eletronische 

Bauelemente GmbH (now KYOCERA Fineceramics GmbH) in Germany, in 
cooperation with Feldmühle AG.

 KYOCERA International, Inc. begins Kyocera’s first overseas production.

1971  Public offering of 1,578,000 new shares. Capital stock increases to 560 million yen.
 Kyocera stock is listed on the Osaka Stock Exchange Second Section 

and on the Kyoto Securities Exchange.
1972  Kyocera receives the 18th Okochi Memorial Grand Production Prize for 

the “development of multilayered ceramic packages for large-scale 
integrated circuits”. 

 Headquarters relocates to Yamashina, Kyoto.
 Kyocera stock is listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange Second Section.
 Kagoshima Kokubu Plant opens.
 Kyocera develops a multilayered ceramic capacitor.

1973  The cutting tool “Ceratip” is released for sale. Kyocera enters the 
machine tool market.

1974  Kyocera stock is listed on the First Sections of both the Tokyo and 
Osaka Stock Exchanges.

 KYOCERA (Hong Kong), Ltd. (now KYOCERA Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd.) is 
established in Hong Kong as a sales company.

 Kyocera receives the 16th Commendation by the Minister of State for 
Science and Technology, for “developing ceramic lamination 
technology for electronic circuits”.

 Kyocera International Corporation  is established.

1975  KYOCERA International, Inc. headquarters moves to San Diego, 
California, USA.

 Recrystallized emeralds are released for sale under the “Crescent Vert” brand.
 Kyocera establishes Japan Solar Energy Corp., entering the solar 

photovoltaic power business.
1976  ADRs (American Depository Receipts) are issued in USA.
1978  The dental implant “BIOCERAM” is released for sale.
1979  Kyocera invests in Feldmühle AG subsidiary, American Feldmuehle, Inc. 

in North Carolina, USA, acquiring 52.5% of the shares. 
 Kyocera invests capital in Cybernet Electronics Corp.
 Central Research Laboratory opens in Kokubu (now Kirishima), Kagoshima.
 Kyocera purchases chip assembly company, Toshiba Electronics, Ltd. 

and establishes Kagoshima Electronics Co., Ltd.
1980  Kyocera stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. New shares of 

common stock in the form of ADRs are issued in the USA for the second 
time.

 Shiga Yohkaichi Plant opens.
 Kyocera develops a thermal printhead, and enters the Thin Film 

Components business.
1981  KYOCERA Business Machines Co., Ltd. is established, and begins selling 

cash registers and other office equipment.
 Success in developing ceramic glow plugs. 

1982  Four affiliates, including Cybernet Electronics Corporation, merge with 
Kyoto Ceramic Co., Ltd. to form “KYOCERA Corporation”.

1983  KYOCERA Business Machines Co., Ltd. is integrated with Kyocera’s
domestic electronic equipment sales division to become KYOCERA 
Electronic Equipment Co., Ltd. (later merging with the company now 
known as KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd.).

 Kagoshima Electronics Co., Ltd. merges with Kyocera to become 
Kagoshima Hayato Plant.

 Kyocera merges with the camera manufacturer Yashica Co., Ltd.
1984  Tokyo Central Research Laboratory (now Tokyo Yoga Office) opens in 

Setagaya Ward, Tokyo.
 Kyocera and 24 other companies, including Ushio Inc., Secom Co., Ltd., 

Sony Corp. and Mitsubishi Corp., establish Daini-Denden Kikaku Co., Ltd. 
(now KDDI Corporation).

 Solar Energy Center (now Chiba Sakura Office) is established in Sakura, Chiba.
1986  KYOCERA Electronics Europe GmbH (now KYOCERA MITA Deutschland 

GmbH) is established in Germany to sell copiers, audio goods and other 
electronic equipment.

1987  The production division of KYOCERA International, Inc. (USA) splits into 
a separate company, KYOCERA America, Inc. 

 KYOCERA Electronics, Inc. is established to sell copiers, audio goods 
and other electronic equipment in the USA.

 KYOCERA Mexicana, S.A. de C.V. is established in Mexico to produce 
semiconductor and metallized components.

1988  KYOCERA Europe GmbH (Germany) becomes European headquarters.
1989  The USA connector manufacturer, Elco Group, becomes part of the Kyocera Group.

1959−1974

Feature Article 1
The Path of the Kyocera Group Business
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Approaching the 50th Anniversary 
of Kyocera’s Founding

In September 1995, Kyocera’s management information systems 
division was separated from the company, made independent and 
established as KYOCERA Communications Systems Co., Ltd. 
Thereafter, with capital contribution from DDI Corporation, 
KYOCERA Communication Systems became an information and 
communication services company for Kyocera’s DDI Group. The 


KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. is established 
(Others business).1995

In September 1995, Hotel 
KYOCERA opened for business in 
the Hayato Technopolis Center, 
in Kokubu, Kagoshima Prefecture. 
The hotel has 15 floors. 
Despite the large numbers of 
international visitors to this 
district, there were no hotels to 
provide cosmopolitan hospitality. 
Furthermore, local citizens strongly desired a full-service hotel, not 
just to accommodate visitors, but also as a venue for wedding 
ceremonies, meetings and other events; therefore, Kyocera built its 
hotel here to aid regional development.

Hotel KYOCERA

 Hotel KYOCERA opens for business (Others business).1995

In 1990, the major US electronic 
components manufacturer AVX 
Corp. became part of the 
Kyocera Group. AVX readily 
accepted Kyocera’s offer of 
“allying both companies for the 
development of the world’s
electronics industry.” A stock 
swap took place and the 
companies merged. Upon merging with Kyocera, AVX Corp. 
delisted from the New York Stock Exchange, but relisted in 1995. 

Kazuo Inamori with then-
AVX Chairman Marshall Butler

 AVX Group joins the Kyocera Group (Electronic Devices business).1990

2000−

1990  Capital increases to 84,627.74 million yen after ADR issue.
 AVX Group becomes part of the Kyocera Group. 
 KYOCERA Industrial Ceramics Corp. is established in Washington State, 

USA to produce and sell ceramics for industrial machinery.
1991  American Feldmuehle, Inc., later renamed KYOCERA Feldmuehle, Inc., 

becomes a wholly owned subsidiary. The name is changed to KYOCERA 
Engineered Ceramics, Inc. (later merging with KYOCERA Industrial 
Ceramics Corp.).

 Kyocera enters the cell phone business with development of the first 
Kyocera-made cell phone, the “HP-111”.

 The subsidiary, Tomioka Optical Co., Ltd., which manufactures lenses 
for cameras, is renamed KYOCERA OPTEC Co., Ltd.

1992  AVX establishes Czechoslovakia, Spol. s.r.o. (now AVX Czech Republic 
s.r.o.) – the first production base in Eastern Europe.

 Kyocera’s Advanced Ceramics Technology Center is established in 
Washington State, USA.

 Elco International Corp., the Japanese corporate entity of the Elco 
Group, is renamed KYOCERA ELCO Corporation.

1994  Kyocera and 20 other companies, including Nintendo Co., Ltd., 
establish the professional soccer team Kyoto Purple Sanga Co., Ltd. to 
support the revitalization of Kyoto.

1995  Kyocera R&D Center, Yokohama is established and the Tokyo Central 
Research Laboratory is relocated.

 Kyocera R&D Center, Keihanna is established in Kyoto.
 KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. is established to develop 

and sell information systems and software.

1995  Through the Group company KYOCERA Realty Development Co., Ltd., Kyocera 
opens Hotel KYOCERA in Hayato (now Kirishima City), Kagoshima Prefecture.

 Shanghai KYOCERA Electronics Co., Ltd. is established to produce 
electronic components in China.

1996 Dongguan Shilong KYOCERA Optics Co., Ltd. is established to produce 
cameras in China. 

 KYOCERA Solar Corp. is established as a sales company for solar power 
generating systems. 

1997 The Environment Agency’s Director-General Prize is received for “Contributing 
to the prevention of global warming” by the Solar Energy business.

1998  Kyocera Headquarters relocates from Yamashina Ward to Fushimi Ward 
in Kyoto City. A new, environmentally conscious headquarters building 
is constructed with solar photovoltaic systems.

 Kyocera invests in crystal components manufacturer Kinseki, Ltd. (now 
KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.).

 KYOCERA Precision Tools Korea Co., Ltd. is established in Incheon City, 
South Korea.

1999  The “New Energy System” in Kyocera’s new headquarters building wins 
the New Energy Foundation Chairman’s Grand Prix from the Agency for 
Natural Resources and Energy.

 Japan Fine Ceramics Association presents Kyocera with the 1998 Japan Fine 
Ceramics Association Industry Advancement Award for “Long-term contribution to 
the advancement of the fine ceramics industry,” and the Technology Advancement 
Award for “Development and practical application of the ABS cup.”

 The solar power generating systems sales company KYOCERA Solar, Inc. 
is established in Arizona, USA.

2000  Kyocera helps copy machine manufacturer Mita Kogyo Co., Ltd., 
emerge from bankruptcy. The company is renamed KYOCERA MITA 
Corp. and becomes part of the Kyocera Group.

 KYOCERA Wireless Corp. is established in California, USA to manufac-
ture and sell cellular phones.

DDI Corporation, KDD Corporation and IDO Corporation merge to form 
DDI Corporation (now KDDI Corporation).

2001  Tycom Corp. (now KYOCERA Tycom Corp.) joins the Kyocera Group.
 Kyocera Group sales for the fiscal year ending March 2001 break the 

one trillion yen mark.
2002  Kyocera’s printer business is transferred to and integrated with 

KYOCERA MITA Corp.
 Kyocera acquires Toshiba Chemical Co., Ltd., an enterprise involved in 

manufacturing and selling organic materials. The company is renamed 
KYOCERA Chemical Corp.

2003  KYOCERA (Tianjin) Sales & Trading Corp. is established to sell Kyocera 
Group products in China.

 KYOCERA (Tianjin) Solar Energy Co., Ltd. is established in Tianjin City, 
China, to produce solar cells.

 Executive Officer system is implemented.
 Kinseki, Ltd. (now KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.) becomes a wholly owned 

subsidiary of KYOCERA Corp.
 Kyocera buys SLC business from IBM Japan, Ltd., and establishes 

KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.
2004  KYOCERA Telecommunications Research Corp. is established in California, USA.

 The sales company KYOCERA Electronic Devices, LLC. is established to 
work with customers so that their equipment can have Kyocera 
technology “designed in.” They operate in the USA, South Korea, 
Singapore and China, among other countries.

2004  The Group company KYOCERA Realty Development Co., Ltd. enters into the hotel 
business in Kyoto with purchase of Hotel Princess Kyoto (now Hotel Nikko Princess Kyoto).

 Crystal Components business is reorganized. KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp. 
undertakes production, while product sales are assigned to Kyocera.

 Kyocera’s organic-material components businesses are merged with 
KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.

 Production of solar cells begins at KYOCERA Mexicana, S.A. de C.V. 
 Japan Medical Materials Corp. is established by integrating Kyocera’s 

Biomaterials Division and the medical materials division of Kobe Steel, Ltd.
 The Group company KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. 

establishes KYOCERA MARUZEN Systems Integration Co., Ltd.
 KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. is established in Kadan City, Czech 

Republic, to manufacture solar cells.
2005  Kyocera’s solar sales businesses in Japan are integrated and become 

KYOCERA Solar Corp.
 The KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. factory in the Czech Republic begins operating. 
 Kyocera acquires land, buildings and other property from IBM Japan, 

Ltd. for the Shiga Yasu Office.
2006  The Group company KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. 

establishes KCCS Management Consulting, Inc.
 KYOCERA Korea Co., Ltd. is established in Seoul, Korea, to sell semiconductor components.

2007  KDDI Corp., Intel Corp., East Japan Railway Company, Daiwa Securities 
Group, Inc., The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. and Kyocera jointly 
establish Wireless Broadband Planning Inc. (now UQ Communications, Inc.).

2008  Kyocera acquires SANYO Electric Co., Ltd.’s cell phone business; 
  KYOCERA Sanyo Telecom, Inc. is established in California, USA; 
  KYOCERA Telecom Equipment (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. is established in Malaysia.

2009  The sales, marketing and service divisions of KYOCERA Wireless Corp. in the USA are 
integrated with KYOCERA Sanyo Telecom, Inc., to become KYOCERA Communications, Inc.

1990−1999

company developed operations in communications engineering, 
network systems and information-related businesses. 

Software sold commercially (left) 
and Amoeba Management training tools (right).

fusion of specialties of each company, in ceramics and titanium 
alloys, alongside processing technologies and management 
resources. Having established a business base as a globally unique 
company specializing in medical materials, JMM encouraged 
competition in Japan and overseas, and is developing operations 
worldwide.

The medical materials operations of 
Kyocera and Kobe Steel, Ltd. were 
integrated as a new company, 
“Japan Medical Materials Corp”.
The new company represents the 

Artificial hip joint made of 
AHFIX-processed titanium alloy

In addition to providing cell phone 
services, Kyocera began developing 
handsets. To benefit from the initial 
disadvantages of starting late in this 
industry, development concentrated on 
innovative, rather than conventional 
thinking. In 1991, after nearly two years 
of trial and error, the first Kyocera-made 
cell phone, the “HP-111”, was ready for the market.
Later, Kyocera produced the first cell phone in Japan with a 
lithium-ion battery (called the “21st-century battery”). Released in 
August 1992, the “HP-121” was small, light and featured long talk 
time between charges.


The first cell phone made by Kyocera is ready for sale 
(Telcommunications Equipment business).1991

The HP-121

Feature
Article

1

Applied crystal products, such 
as crystal resonators, crystal 
oscillators and crystal filters, are 
essential components in cell 
phones, digital cameras, PCs and 
many other devices. Kyocera 
invested capital in Kinseki, Ltd. 
(now KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.) – 
an enterprise featuring integrated production starting with 
manufacturing the raw material – synthetic crystals.

Synthetic crystals

 Kyocera invests in Kinseki, Ltd. (Electronic Devices business).1998

Feature Article 1
The Path of the Kyocera Group Business

In September 2003, Kyocera acquired the 
SLC business (build-up high density 
interconnection wafer – Surface Laminar 
Circuit)  of IBM Japan, Ltd., and established it 
as KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.
KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp. 
benefitted from synergy by integrating 
Kyocera’s cultivated technology ranging 
from materials to products and analysis, with the design, manufacturing 
and mounting-analysis technology acquired from IBM Japan, Ltd. The new 
company was involved in all stages of production, from development and 
design, to the manufacture and sale of organic-material chip carriers for 
semiconductors, high-density mounting boards, and other applications.


KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp. is established 
(Semiconductor Parts business).

KYOCERA SLC Technologies
 Corp. Headquarters

2003

The Kyocera Group helped copier 
manufacturer Mita Corp. emerge from 
bankruptcy. Following completion of 
procedures, in January 2000 the 
company became part of the Kyocera 
Group and the name was changed to 
KYOCERA MITA Corp. At the same time, 
Kyocera’s printer business was transferred to and integrated with KYOCERA 
MITA’s operations. KYOCERA MITA Corp. thus made a fresh start as a 
manufacturer of document equipment. Today, the company is showing 
good business results, especially in Europe and Japan. KYOCERA MITA Corp. 
is accomplishing steady growth as a strong enterprise of the Kyocera Group. 

Unveiling ceremony 
for start of new company


Mita Corp. becomes part of the Kyocera Group, 
as KYOCERA MITA Corp. (Information Equipment business).

2000


Japan Medical Materials Corp. is established
(Applied Ceramics Products business).2004

In view of the rising global 
demand for solar photovoltaic 
power systems, Kyocera has 
built a solar cell production 
system on a worldwide scale. 
In 2003, KYOCERA (Tianjin) 
Solar Energy Co., Ltd. began 
production in Tianjin, China. In 
2004, KYOCERA Mexico S.A de C.V. followed. Then in 2005, 
KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. began production in the Czech 
Republic. Together, these bases and the production base in Japan 
form a 4-base global production system able to provide a stable 
supply of solar power generating systems to the entire world.


Global production for solar business is established 
(Applied Ceramic Products business).2005

KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o.

In April 2008, Kyocera signed 
the final agreement to take over 
the cell phone operations of 
SANYO Electric Co., Ltd., upon 
separation from the company. 
In taking over the business, 
Kyocera is integrating the 
outstanding R&D capability, 
design technology and expertise 
cultivated by Sanyo with 
Kyocera’s management resources. This enables us to fine-tune our 
response to customer needs and develop appealing products giving 
even greater satisfaction to our customers.


SANYO Electric Co., Ltd.’s cell phone business is acquired 
and integrated (Telcommunications Equipment business).

2008

Joint press conference for announcing 
takeover of the business
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Approaching the 50th Anniversary 
of Kyocera’s Founding

In September 1995, Kyocera’s management information systems 
division was separated from the company, made independent and 
established as KYOCERA Communications Systems Co., Ltd. 
Thereafter, with capital contribution from DDI Corporation, 
KYOCERA Communication Systems became an information and 
communication services company for Kyocera’s DDI Group. The 


KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. is established 
(Others business).1995

In September 1995, Hotel 
KYOCERA opened for business in 
the Hayato Technopolis Center, 
in Kokubu, Kagoshima Prefecture. 
The hotel has 15 floors. 
Despite the large numbers of 
international visitors to this 
district, there were no hotels to 
provide cosmopolitan hospitality. 
Furthermore, local citizens strongly desired a full-service hotel, not 
just to accommodate visitors, but also as a venue for wedding 
ceremonies, meetings and other events; therefore, Kyocera built its 
hotel here to aid regional development.

Hotel KYOCERA

 Hotel KYOCERA opens for business (Others business).1995

In 1990, the major US electronic 
components manufacturer AVX 
Corp. became part of the 
Kyocera Group. AVX readily 
accepted Kyocera’s offer of 
“allying both companies for the 
development of the world’s
electronics industry.” A stock 
swap took place and the 
companies merged. Upon merging with Kyocera, AVX Corp. 
delisted from the New York Stock Exchange, but relisted in 1995. 

Kazuo Inamori with then-
AVX Chairman Marshall Butler

 AVX Group joins the Kyocera Group (Electronic Devices business).1990

2000−

1990  Capital increases to 84,627.74 million yen after ADR issue.
 AVX Group becomes part of the Kyocera Group. 
 KYOCERA Industrial Ceramics Corp. is established in Washington State, 

USA to produce and sell ceramics for industrial machinery.
1991  American Feldmuehle, Inc., later renamed KYOCERA Feldmuehle, Inc., 

becomes a wholly owned subsidiary. The name is changed to KYOCERA 
Engineered Ceramics, Inc. (later merging with KYOCERA Industrial 
Ceramics Corp.).

 Kyocera enters the cell phone business with development of the first 
Kyocera-made cell phone, the “HP-111”.

 The subsidiary, Tomioka Optical Co., Ltd., which manufactures lenses 
for cameras, is renamed KYOCERA OPTEC Co., Ltd.

1992  AVX establishes Czechoslovakia, Spol. s.r.o. (now AVX Czech Republic 
s.r.o.) – the first production base in Eastern Europe.

 Kyocera’s Advanced Ceramics Technology Center is established in 
Washington State, USA.

 Elco International Corp., the Japanese corporate entity of the Elco 
Group, is renamed KYOCERA ELCO Corporation.

1994  Kyocera and 20 other companies, including Nintendo Co., Ltd., 
establish the professional soccer team Kyoto Purple Sanga Co., Ltd. to 
support the revitalization of Kyoto.

1995  Kyocera R&D Center, Yokohama is established and the Tokyo Central 
Research Laboratory is relocated.

 Kyocera R&D Center, Keihanna is established in Kyoto.
 KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. is established to develop 

and sell information systems and software.

1995  Through the Group company KYOCERA Realty Development Co., Ltd., Kyocera 
opens Hotel KYOCERA in Hayato (now Kirishima City), Kagoshima Prefecture.

 Shanghai KYOCERA Electronics Co., Ltd. is established to produce 
electronic components in China.

1996 Dongguan Shilong KYOCERA Optics Co., Ltd. is established to produce 
cameras in China. 

 KYOCERA Solar Corp. is established as a sales company for solar power 
generating systems. 

1997 The Environment Agency’s Director-General Prize is received for “Contributing 
to the prevention of global warming” by the Solar Energy business.

1998  Kyocera Headquarters relocates from Yamashina Ward to Fushimi Ward 
in Kyoto City. A new, environmentally conscious headquarters building 
is constructed with solar photovoltaic systems.

 Kyocera invests in crystal components manufacturer Kinseki, Ltd. (now 
KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.).

 KYOCERA Precision Tools Korea Co., Ltd. is established in Incheon City, 
South Korea.

1999  The “New Energy System” in Kyocera’s new headquarters building wins 
the New Energy Foundation Chairman’s Grand Prix from the Agency for 
Natural Resources and Energy.

 Japan Fine Ceramics Association presents Kyocera with the 1998 Japan Fine 
Ceramics Association Industry Advancement Award for “Long-term contribution to 
the advancement of the fine ceramics industry,” and the Technology Advancement 
Award for “Development and practical application of the ABS cup.”

 The solar power generating systems sales company KYOCERA Solar, Inc. 
is established in Arizona, USA.

2000  Kyocera helps copy machine manufacturer Mita Kogyo Co., Ltd., 
emerge from bankruptcy. The company is renamed KYOCERA MITA 
Corp. and becomes part of the Kyocera Group.

 KYOCERA Wireless Corp. is established in California, USA to manufac-
ture and sell cellular phones.

DDI Corporation, KDD Corporation and IDO Corporation merge to form 
DDI Corporation (now KDDI Corporation).

2001  Tycom Corp. (now KYOCERA Tycom Corp.) joins the Kyocera Group.
 Kyocera Group sales for the fiscal year ending March 2001 break the 

one trillion yen mark.
2002  Kyocera’s printer business is transferred to and integrated with 

KYOCERA MITA Corp.
 Kyocera acquires Toshiba Chemical Co., Ltd., an enterprise involved in 

manufacturing and selling organic materials. The company is renamed 
KYOCERA Chemical Corp.

2003  KYOCERA (Tianjin) Sales & Trading Corp. is established to sell Kyocera 
Group products in China.

 KYOCERA (Tianjin) Solar Energy Co., Ltd. is established in Tianjin City, 
China, to produce solar cells.

 Executive Officer system is implemented.
 Kinseki, Ltd. (now KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.) becomes a wholly owned 

subsidiary of KYOCERA Corp.
 Kyocera buys SLC business from IBM Japan, Ltd., and establishes 

KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.
2004  KYOCERA Telecommunications Research Corp. is established in California, USA.

 The sales company KYOCERA Electronic Devices, LLC. is established to 
work with customers so that their equipment can have Kyocera 
technology “designed in.” They operate in the USA, South Korea, 
Singapore and China, among other countries.

2004  The Group company KYOCERA Realty Development Co., Ltd. enters into the hotel 
business in Kyoto with purchase of Hotel Princess Kyoto (now Hotel Nikko Princess Kyoto).

 Crystal Components business is reorganized. KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp. 
undertakes production, while product sales are assigned to Kyocera.

 Kyocera’s organic-material components businesses are merged with 
KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.

 Production of solar cells begins at KYOCERA Mexicana, S.A. de C.V. 
 Japan Medical Materials Corp. is established by integrating Kyocera’s 

Biomaterials Division and the medical materials division of Kobe Steel, Ltd.
 The Group company KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. 

establishes KYOCERA MARUZEN Systems Integration Co., Ltd.
 KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. is established in Kadan City, Czech 

Republic, to manufacture solar cells.
2005  Kyocera’s solar sales businesses in Japan are integrated and become 

KYOCERA Solar Corp.
 The KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. factory in the Czech Republic begins operating. 
 Kyocera acquires land, buildings and other property from IBM Japan, 

Ltd. for the Shiga Yasu Office.
2006  The Group company KYOCERA Communication Systems Co., Ltd. 

establishes KCCS Management Consulting, Inc.
 KYOCERA Korea Co., Ltd. is established in Seoul, Korea, to sell semiconductor components.

2007  KDDI Corp., Intel Corp., East Japan Railway Company, Daiwa Securities 
Group, Inc., The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. and Kyocera jointly 
establish Wireless Broadband Planning Inc. (now UQ Communications, Inc.).

2008  Kyocera acquires SANYO Electric Co., Ltd.’s cell phone business; 
  KYOCERA Sanyo Telecom, Inc. is established in California, USA; 
  KYOCERA Telecom Equipment (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. is established in Malaysia.

2009  The sales, marketing and service divisions of KYOCERA Wireless Corp. in the USA are 
integrated with KYOCERA Sanyo Telecom, Inc., to become KYOCERA Communications, Inc.

1990−1999

company developed operations in communications engineering, 
network systems and information-related businesses. 

Software sold commercially (left) 
and Amoeba Management training tools (right).

fusion of specialties of each company, in ceramics and titanium 
alloys, alongside processing technologies and management 
resources. Having established a business base as a globally unique 
company specializing in medical materials, JMM encouraged 
competition in Japan and overseas, and is developing operations 
worldwide.

The medical materials operations of 
Kyocera and Kobe Steel, Ltd. were 
integrated as a new company, 
“Japan Medical Materials Corp”.
The new company represents the 

Artificial hip joint made of 
AHFIX-processed titanium alloy

In addition to providing cell phone 
services, Kyocera began developing 
handsets. To benefit from the initial 
disadvantages of starting late in this 
industry, development concentrated on 
innovative, rather than conventional 
thinking. In 1991, after nearly two years 
of trial and error, the first Kyocera-made 
cell phone, the “HP-111”, was ready for the market.
Later, Kyocera produced the first cell phone in Japan with a 
lithium-ion battery (called the “21st-century battery”). Released in 
August 1992, the “HP-121” was small, light and featured long talk 
time between charges.


The first cell phone made by Kyocera is ready for sale 
(Telcommunications Equipment business).1991

The HP-121

Feature
Article

1

Applied crystal products, such 
as crystal resonators, crystal 
oscillators and crystal filters, are 
essential components in cell 
phones, digital cameras, PCs and 
many other devices. Kyocera 
invested capital in Kinseki, Ltd. 
(now KYOCERA KINSEKI Corp.) – 
an enterprise featuring integrated production starting with 
manufacturing the raw material – synthetic crystals.

Synthetic crystals

 Kyocera invests in Kinseki, Ltd. (Electronic Devices business).1998

Feature Article 1
The Path of the Kyocera Group Business

In September 2003, Kyocera acquired the 
SLC business (build-up high density 
interconnection wafer – Surface Laminar 
Circuit)  of IBM Japan, Ltd., and established it 
as KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp.
KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp. 
benefitted from synergy by integrating 
Kyocera’s cultivated technology ranging 
from materials to products and analysis, with the design, manufacturing 
and mounting-analysis technology acquired from IBM Japan, Ltd. The new 
company was involved in all stages of production, from development and 
design, to the manufacture and sale of organic-material chip carriers for 
semiconductors, high-density mounting boards, and other applications.


KYOCERA SLC Technologies Corp. is established 
(Semiconductor Parts business).

KYOCERA SLC Technologies
 Corp. Headquarters

2003

The Kyocera Group helped copier 
manufacturer Mita Corp. emerge from 
bankruptcy. Following completion of 
procedures, in January 2000 the 
company became part of the Kyocera 
Group and the name was changed to 
KYOCERA MITA Corp. At the same time, 
Kyocera’s printer business was transferred to and integrated with KYOCERA 
MITA’s operations. KYOCERA MITA Corp. thus made a fresh start as a 
manufacturer of document equipment. Today, the company is showing 
good business results, especially in Europe and Japan. KYOCERA MITA Corp. 
is accomplishing steady growth as a strong enterprise of the Kyocera Group. 

Unveiling ceremony 
for start of new company


Mita Corp. becomes part of the Kyocera Group, 
as KYOCERA MITA Corp. (Information Equipment business).

2000


Japan Medical Materials Corp. is established
(Applied Ceramics Products business).2004

In view of the rising global 
demand for solar photovoltaic 
power systems, Kyocera has 
built a solar cell production 
system on a worldwide scale. 
In 2003, KYOCERA (Tianjin) 
Solar Energy Co., Ltd. began 
production in Tianjin, China. In 
2004, KYOCERA Mexico S.A de C.V. followed. Then in 2005, 
KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o. began production in the Czech 
Republic. Together, these bases and the production base in Japan 
form a 4-base global production system able to provide a stable 
supply of solar power generating systems to the entire world.


Global production for solar business is established 
(Applied Ceramic Products business).2005

KYOCERA Solar Europe s.r.o.

In April 2008, Kyocera signed 
the final agreement to take over 
the cell phone operations of 
SANYO Electric Co., Ltd., upon 
separation from the company. 
In taking over the business, 
Kyocera is integrating the 
outstanding R&D capability, 
design technology and expertise 
cultivated by Sanyo with 
Kyocera’s management resources. This enables us to fine-tune our 
response to customer needs and develop appealing products giving 
even greater satisfaction to our customers.


SANYO Electric Co., Ltd.’s cell phone business is acquired 
and integrated (Telcommunications Equipment business).

2008

Joint press conference for announcing 
takeover of the business
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